The Boxer Uprising or Rebellion 1898-1900
Lecture Summary: In the summer of 1900 Beijing was held in violent siege for eight weeks while members of a secret society called I Ho Chu’an or translated into English as “Boxers”, attacked Chinese Christians and foreign residents and demanded the expulsion of all foreigners and foreign ideas from China. The uprising was broken by an international force of troops from G.B., France, the U.S., Germany, Russia and Japan who fought their way from Tianjin into Beijing. Our task today is to ask why the uprising took place, why did the nations that responded thrust themselves into the position of policing China and what happened as a result? What can this event tell us about the state of the world at the dawn of the 20th century?
I. Causes of the Uprising
a. The Opium Wars
b. Treaty Ports
c. “Spheres of Influence” and “The Open Door Policy”
II. The Uprising Itself
a. I Ho Chu’an (characters for “righteous “ “harmonious” and “fists”)
b. Dowager Empress Tzu Hsi
c. Missionary and other foreign accounts of the uprising
i. The new Hoover family
d. Global suppression
III. Consequences
a. Attitudes toward Chinese rebellion by European powers
b. Reparations
